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life and reasoning power, therefore the results of these movements
could find no place within the boundaries of the existing Schismatic
communities. New trends of religious thought had to find new
forms of expression. But before passing to these we must examine
still another form which with all its seeming innovation was a final
effort to induce the Priestless to return to the ideal of the late
seventeenth century.
The tolerance, of Catherine's government had created a most
favorable basis for bringing even radical parties of the Schism
nearer to the surrounding community. But the easier the reconcili-
ation and the more tempting the compromise, the more dangerous
did it appear to the truly radical members of the Priestless, The
tolerance of the government towards the Schism was regarded by
them as a new temptation, intended to deliver the people into the
power of the "son of evil." Were the Schismatics to continue living
in the community, they must comply perforce with the conditions
of communal life which from the strict point of view appeared to
be the handiwork of Antichrist. The inconsistency between word
and deed disturbed those possessing a high-strung nature. Then-
souls demanded atonement for the sin of associating with the
world; and they, being tormented by doubts, either sought death by
starvation in the dense forests or amazed the community by their
vociferous protests aimed at provoking persecutions. Many con-
scientious men found personal satisfaction in such _ an outlet
until one of them, endowed with a strong mind, will power, and
erudition, assembled a small group of people, similarly minded, and
formed a religious society where they could find the expression of
their individual ideas in a harmonious theoretical system.
This was done by Euphemius, a "tramp** peasant and an army
deserter, who from his 'teens had been absorbed in the Schism, and
who later became the founder of the sect of "Wanderers." For a
long time he had sought moral comfort in the teachings of the
Priestless, when finally he decided to break with them and found
his own doctrine. Euphemius went from sect to sect, but nowhere
did the theory agree with practice, which convinced him that every-
where a hidden compromise existed. His artless attempts to un-
cover it only provoked indignant rebuffs, and having found no .
support, Euphemius lost faith in the leaders of Old Ritualism. He